
MORNING CORE CLASS:  Language Arts and World Culture Enrichment                        
Grades 1-2

9:20-12:15 P.M.

Class Description

Bible History:  The children will study Old Testament history this year using My Father’s World’s 
“Learning God’s Story” Bible reader (provided) and creating their own Bible notebooks by summarizing 
and illustrating Bible stories.  This will include learning and practicing our narration skills and building a 
timeline in class.  Emphasis will be on knowing that ALL of God’s Word is inspired and beneficial for our 
lives and makes us complete and thoroughly equipped for every good work! (2 Timothy 3:16 will be 
memorized and applied all year long.)  We will also memorize the order of the OT books.  

In addition to Bible history, we will be studying continents and countries around the world this year- 

focusing on where we live and where others live. We will bring in a bit of history from some of the 

places we study when it helps the students' understanding of that country or part of the world. The 

children will learn the 7 continents and many countries through song and weekly mapwork. They will 

enjoy having their own passports and getting “stamped” everytime we move to a new country.  

Character Study:  Using Doorposts,”The Put on Chart”, the children will be provided with object lessons 

using a specific type of clothing applying Colossians 3:12-14.  Christian character qualities for this 

Scripture passage are:  compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, patience, forbearance, forgiveness, 

and love.  It will be fun for the kids to “put on” different clothing pieces on paper dolls to help them 

remember the different character qualities!  For example, gloves are used to demonstrate compassion 

since we use our hands many times to show compassion.

Literature:  Our main content will come from the Beautiful Feet Books Around the World with Picture 

Books - Part I.   We will study a country for 2-3 weeks at a time. It is not required to have at home, but if 

you want to dig in deeper it would be a great addition. We will be notebooking with our students in class

as well.

Required Materials

None

Optional Materials

First Language Lessons for a Well-Trained Mind Level 1 by Jessie Wise

First Language Lessons for a Well-Trained Mind Companion CD

Beautiful Feet Books around the World with Picture Books Part I   

https://www.bfbooks.com/Around-the-World-with-Picture-Books-Pack?sc=18&category=287

https://www.bfbooks.com/Around-the-World-with-Picture-Books-Pack?sc=18&category=2873


MORNING CORE CLASS:  Language Arts Level 1                                                
Grades 3 and higher

9:20-10:45 A.M.

Class Description: Grammar

This class offering for 3rd grade and up is part of the core class students enjoy during the community 
morning.  Using Well-Ordered Language, level 1, students will learn to delight in the order and 
intricacies of our English language by exploring the ordering and analyzing of words and their functions 
in sentences. Students will also have the opportunity to read excerpts from great literature and poetry 
and dialog with their classmates using comprehension and grammar-related questions. One lesson will 
be completed every two weeks for a total of fifteen lessons by the year’s end.  During community day, 
children will learn key terms and concepts through songs, games, and sentence practice led by the 
mentor.  At home, students will need to spend 30 minutes 2-3 times per week completing the lesson 
assignments.  Additionally, students will be encouraged to memorize some of the poems included 
together with the class. 

Class Description: Writing

In this class, students will read and enjoy excellent pieces of literature from which to model their own 
fledgling writing efforts using the imitation writing methods employed by the Writing & Rhetoric 
curriculum.  The mentor will lead students through two books during the year:  Fables and Narrative I.  
Class time will include teaching the new writing concept, reading a piece of literature together, telling 
back the story (narration), talking about the literature selection (comprehension), and playing and 
improving upon word choice (dressing up sentences and vocabulary).  There will also be time for 
students to share some of their writing with a focus on practicing presentation skills.  At home, students 
should work through the practice exercises in the lesson with the help of a parent.  If they are not yet 
writing and reading independently, the exercises and assignments can be done orally.  Expect to spend 
30 minutes at home 2-3 times per week to fully accomplish the curriculum.  

Required Materials

Well-Ordered Language Book 1A (Revised 2020) & 1B student edition (consumable)

Writing & Rhetoric Book 1: Fable student edition (consumable) 

Writing & Rhetoric Book 2: Narrative I student edition (consumable) 

1” 3 ring binder with 20 plastic sheet protectors

Student Resource Notebook printed and bound by Petra - $5.00 fee

Optional Materials

Well-Ordered Language Books 1A  (Revised 2020) & 1B teacher’s edition (highly recommended)

Daily Grams Grade 3 (to supplement capitalization and punctuation practice)

Writing and Rhetoric Books 1 and 2 teacher’s edition

Book 1 Fables and Book 2 Narrative I Mp3 audio readings (Download from CAP website)



MORNING CORE CLASS:  Language Arts Level 2 

Grades 4 and higher                                                

9:20-10:45 A.M.

Class Description: Grammar

Continuing with the Well-Ordered Language program, level 2 students will enjoy the order and 
intricacies of our English language as they continue to analyze words and their functions in sentences. 
They will begin diagramming their analyzed sentences helping students make even more connections in 
language and sentence structure. Class time will include instruction for new concepts, review of 
previous lessons, and practice through games, songs, and chants. One lesson will be completed every 
two weeks for a total of fifteen lessons by the year’s end. At home, students will need to spend 30 
minutes 3 times per week completing the lesson and other practice assignments. The program provides 
rich literature including short stories and poems to enjoy.  Several times during the year students will be 
encouraged to work on memorizing or reading a poem or story to the class.  

Class Description: Writing

In this class, students will read and enjoy excellent pieces of literature from which to model their own 
writing efforts.  Students will work through Writing and Rhetoric’s book, Narrative II, which reviews 
story sequence, dialogue, character development, and the 5 W’s of historical narratives.  Opportunities 
for students to share some of their writing will be given in class regularly with a focus on improving 
presentation. At home students should work through the practice exercises in their workbook with the 
help of a parent.  Expect to spend 30 minutes at home 3 times per week to fully accomplish the 
curriculum.  IEW concepts such as topic sentences, stylistic techniques, and dress-ups will also be 
sprinkled in throughout the year.  

Required Materials

Well-Ordered Language Book 2A & 2B student edition (consumable)                                                          

Writing & Rhetoric Book 3: Narrative II student edition (consumable)                                                                 

1” 3 ring binder with 20 plastic sheet protectors 

70 sheet spiral notebook for IEW practice or notebook paper added to the 3 ring binder

Student Resource Notebook printed and bound by Petra - $5.00 fee

              
Optional Materials

Well-Ordered Language Books 2A & 2B teacher’s edition (highly recommended)

Daily Grams Grade 4 (to supplement capitalization and punctuation practice)

Writing and Rhetoric Book 3 teacher’s edition

Book 3 Narrative II Mp3 audio readings (Download from CAP website)



MORNING CORE CLASS:  Language Arts Level 3 

Grades 5 and higher                                                

9:20-10:45 A.M.

Class Description: Grammar

This class will build upon previous English grammar knowledge, engaging children with the wonders of 
our language!  Using the Well-Ordered Language program, students will learn deeper and more complex
usage of parts of speech and sentence structure.  Class time will include instruction for new concepts, 
review of previous lessons, and practice through games, songs, and chants.  One lesson will be 
completed every two weeks for a total of fifteen lessons by the year’s end.   Students will spend 30 
minutes 3 days per week completing their student workbook and other assignments at home.  The 
program provides rich literature including short stories and poems to enjoy.  Several times during the 
year students will be encouraged to work on memorizing or reading a poem or story to the class.  

Class Description: Writing

Chreia (a useful saying) introduces thinking skills within the framework of famous historical figures such 
as King Arthur, King Alfred, and Lady Godiva.  Class time will begin with introducing the new literary 
concept followed by reading a piece of literature together, telling back the story (narration), talking 
about the literature selection (comprehension & analysis), and playing and improving upon word choice 
(dressing up sentences and vocabulary).   IEW concepts such as topic sentences, stylistic techniques, and
dress-ups will be sprinkled in throughout the year.  

Required Materials

Well-Ordered Language Books 3A & 3B student edition (consumable)

Writing & Rhetoric Book 4: Chreia & Proverb student edition (consumable)

1” 3 ring binder with 20 plastic sheet protectors & 25 pages of notebook paper 

70 sheet spiral notebook for IEW practice 

Student Resource Notebook from IEW printed and bound (Provided by Petra) - $5.00 fee

Optional Materials

Well-Ordered Language Books 3A & 3B teacher’s edition (highly recommended)

Daily Grams Grade 5 (to supplement capitalization and punctuation practice)

Writing and Rhetoric Book 4 teacher’s edition

Mp3 audio readings for W&R 4 and WOL 3A & 3B



MORNING CORE CLASS:  Language Arts Level 4 

Prerequisite: Completion of Level 3                                                

9:20-10:45 A.M.

Class Description: Grammar

This class will build upon previous English grammar knowledge, engaging children with the wonders of 
our language!  Using the Well-Ordered Language program, students will learn deeper and more complex
usage of parts of speech and sentence structure.  Class time will include instruction for new concepts, 
review of previous lessons, and practice through games and chants.  One lesson will be completed every 
two weeks for a total of fifteen lessons by the year’s end.   Students will spend 30 minutes 3 days per 
week completing their student workbook and other assignments at home.  The program provides rich 
literature including short stories and poems to enjoy.  Several times during the year students will be 
encouraged to work on memorizing or reading a poem or story to the class.  

Class Description: Writing

In this class, students will read and enjoy excellent pieces of literature from which to model their own 
writing using imitation methods employed by the Writing & Rhetoric curriculum.  The mentor will lead 
students through two books during the year:  Refutation & Confirmation and Commonplace.  This writing
level focuses on the four and five paragraph essay, adding engaging introductions and conclusions, 
compare and contrast, the use of direct quotes for argument, and soliloquies.  EW concepts such as 
topic sentences, stylistic techniques, and dress-ups will be sprinkled in throughout the year.  Students 
will also learn the skill of revising their writing.  Class time will include instruction on a new writing 
device, reading a piece of literature together, talking about the literature selection (comprehension & 
analysis), and learning to argue for/against virtues and vices.  There will also be time for students to 
deliver their writing orally.  At home, students can work through the practice exercises in their 
workbook with the help of a parent.  Expect to spend 30-45 minutes at home 2-3 times per week to fully
accomplish the curriculum.   

Required Materials

Well-Ordered Language Books 4A & 4B student edition (consumable)

Writing & Rhetoric Book 5: Refutation & Confirmation student edition (consumable)

Writing & Rhetoric Book 6: Commonplace student edition (consumable)

70 sheet spiral notebook for IEW practice or notebook paper added to the 3 ring binder

Student Resource Notebook printed and bound by Petra - $5.00 fee

Optional Materials

Well-Ordered Language Books 4A & 4B teacher’s edition (highly recommended)

Daily Grams Grade 6 (to supplement capitalization and punctuation practice)

Writing and Rhetoric Books 5 and 6 teacher’s edition

Book 5 Refutation and Confirmation and 6 Commonplace Mp3 audio readings (Download from CAP 

website)



MORNING CORE CLASS:  History, Timeline, Geography & Great Books 

Grades 3-6                                                                                                                    

11:00 - 12:15 P.M.

Class Description for Ancient History, Timeline, and Geography

During this portion of our Morning Core, students will have the opportunity to delve more into the study
of Ancient History. Mentors will be developing the community-day history portion from a list of history 
topics.   First semester - ancient civilizations of Sumeria, Israel, Egypt, China, and India. Second semester 
- ancient Greece & Rome.  Families have the flexibility to choose a history text that works best for their 
whole family. The time in class will be spent completing activities, games, and hands-on projects that 
will help students connect their learning and reading of Ancient history at home with engaging, 
experiential activities at Petra. Time will also be spent memorizing a thorough world history timeline, 
geography that correlates with the history study, and other related memory work. The Great Books 
segment of the Core purposefully integrates with this section through the enjoyment of picture books 
and historical fiction novels to deepen understanding and context of Ancient history.  

Required Materials

• A bound geography booklet that will be provided by Petra
• My History Timeline book or a timeline of your choice (for home use) 

Optional Materials

• CC Timeline cards and access to the timeline song
• sticker paper for printing timeline images/notes to place on 
• Links for printing timeline Stickers (mentors will share prior to first day of class)

PETRA COMMUNITY’S  RECOMMENDED 

HISTORY TEXTS:

•   Ancient Egypt and Her Neighbors

•   The Story of the Greeks 

•   The Story of the Romans 

        

OR

OTHER OPTIONAL HISTORY TEXTS WE LIKE FOR 

ELEMENTARY

• Story of the World (first two volumes)

• A Child’s History of the World 

• Mystery of History Volume 1

• Beautiful Feet Books: Ancient History (Intermediate)

• Biblioplan Remember the Days Book 1 Ancients



Class Description for Great Books (Literature)

Students will be given an opportunity to engage in discussions with their peers over wonderful works of 
historical fiction, deepening their contextual understanding of history, geography, science, and art.  
Using a socratic methodology taught through the Teaching the Classics program, students will grow in 
their understanding of story sequence, characters, setting, plot, conflict, theme, and literary devices.  
Additional objectives include fostering a love for reading, wisdom, and virtue. Approximately one book 
will be read per month for family read-alouds; two books per month for 5th & 6th graders. 
Commonplace book-keeping skills will also be honed through the year for 5th and 6th graders.

Required Materials

• Commonplace Journal 5x7- dotted grid or lined -- 5th and 6th graders only.  Students from last 
year may use their same journal or buy a new one.  

Required Family Read Alouds 

• God King by Joanne Williamson  
• The Golden Goblet by Eloise McGraw *
• Sweet and Sour: Tales from China by C. 

Kendall
• Aesop’s Fables *
• D’Aulaires’ Book of Greek Myths *
• The Children’s Homer by Padraic Colum*
• The Bronze Bow by Elizabeth George *
• Amy Carmichael: The Hidden Jewel   by D.

Jackson

              Additional reading for Grades 5-6:

•

• The Cat of Bubastes by G.A. Henty *
• Soup by Robert Peck *
• The Ancient Ocean Blues by Jack Mitchell 
• The Young Reader’s Julius Caesar by A. 

McKeown (audiobook only)*  
• Straw Into Gold by Gary D. Schmidt 

(Retelling of Rumpelstiltskin fairy tale)
•    

                   
               * Indicates audiobook available 

Note:  It will be helpful for each 5th or 6th grade child to own their own copy of the additional books 
even if they are listening primarily on audiobooks.  They will be learning to make notations inside the 
book as they read.  

Optional Materials

• Teaching the Classics - Workbook - by Center for Lit. (Supplemental Materials if interested in 
learning more about the Socratic method and literary analysis

Bonus Reading List (for those students who need more):

• Adara by Beatrice Gormley (Israel)
• Detectives in Togas by Henry Winterfeld (Rome)
• The Invention of Hugo Cabret by B. Selznick * (Adventure literature for fun)
• A Triumph for Flavius (Greece)
• Theras and His Town by Caroline D. Snekeker (Athens/Spartan)




